THE LAST ASSAULT
pardon, would have increased the audacity of the opposi-
tion, which was drawn up against him until his death, and
never disarmed. On the contrary, from one period to
another, because the policy of the minister triumphed,
because his will dominated even that of the King, because
his fortune likewise permitted him to parade an unparalleled
magnificence, the rancour, the envy, the hate, became
darker and more underhand. Many of these plotters who,
at the outset, had wished to remove him from power for
doctrinal reasons, dreamed, with simmering passion, of
the day when they might at length assassinate him: and
it was not so much the minister that they wished to put to
death in order to free themselves from his policy, it was
the man, the red man, as some called him, that they wished
to kill, in order to avenge themselves. Whenever it hap-
pened that some serious trouble convulsed the country
and caused disorder, the endless conspiring of the nobility,
of Gaston d'Orleans, of the Queen-Mother, hastened them
on to some new adventure. Contemporaries laughed at
the escort of guards that surrounded Richelieu, and at the
network of arms that had to be penetrated before he could
be reached: he would not have lived very long if he had
been more accessible!
In 1636, at the time of the siege of Corbie, while Paris
was writhing with the anguish of invasion, Gaston d* Orleans,
the Comte de Soissons, and certain other great lords
deemed the moment favourable for ridding themselves of
the Cardinal. The assassination was fixed to take place at
Amiens, on a signal given by Monsieur. But Monsieur,
as faint-hearted in action as he was bold in devising
conspiracies, faltered at the decisive moment. The affair
was abandoned, but it had caused a certain amount of
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